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Warm 
Up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is 
announced 
The Government will take a phased 
approach to implementing the RHI. In the 
first phase long-term tariff support will be 
targeted at the big emitters in the non-
domestic sector, the most cost-effective 
way of increasing the level of renewable 
heat.  

 
Eligible non-domestic installations 
completed on or after 15th July 2009, but 
before the start of the RHI, will also be 
eligible for support as if they had been 
installed on the date of its introduction. 
 
Under the scheme a non-domestic 
installation is a renewable heat unit that 
supplies heat to a building which is not 
used as a domestic premises. However it 
will support domestic district heating 
schemes. For example, a central boiler for 
an apartment building or as a network of 
pipes delivering heat from a central 
installation to a number of local 
households or businesses. Non-domestic 
includes businesses, public sector, charities 
and not-for-profit organisations, Local 
Authorities, social landlords and industry.    

 

For small and medium-sized plants (up to 
and including 45kWth), both installers and 
equipment must be certified under the 
Microgeneration Certification Scheme 
(MCS) or equivalent standard, helping to 
ensure quality assurance and consumer 
protection. 
 

Heat output is to be metered and the 
support calculated from the amount of 
eligible heat, multiplied by the tariff level. 
Payments will be made quarterly over a 20 
year period. 
 
Details of the domestic RHI on page 2 

Levels of support 

Tariff name Eligible 
technology 

Eligible sizes Tariff rate 
(pence/ 
kWh) 

Tariff 
duratio

n 
(Years) 

Small biomass 

Solid biomass; 
Municipal Solid 
Waste (incl. CHP) 

Less than 200 
kWth 

Tier 1: 
7.6 

20 

Tier 2: 
1.9 

Medium biomass 
200 kWth and 
above; less than 
1000 kWth 

Tier 1: 4.7 

Tier 2: 1.9 

Large biomass 
1000 kWth and 
above 

2.6 

Small ground 
source 

Ground-source 
heat pumps; 
Water-source 
heat pumps; 
deep geothermal 

Less than 100 
kWth 

4.3 

20 
Large ground 
source 

100 kWth and 
above 

3 

Solar thermal Solar thermal 
Less than 200 
kWth 

8.5 20 

Biomethane 

Biomethane 
injection and 
biogas 
combustion, 
except from 
landfill gas 

Biomethane all 
scales, biogas 
combustion less 
than 200 kWth 

6.5 20 
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RHI premium payment: 
domestic 

 
As part of the first phase, the 
Government aim to launch the 
Renewable Heat Premium Payments for 
the domestic sector in July 2011 and 

will announce further details in 
May 2011.  
 
In return for these direct payments, 
participants will be asked to provide 
some feedback on how the equipment 
works in practice and suppliers will be 
asked to provide a follow up service on 
any issues that are raised. 
 
Up to 25,000 installations from July will 
ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ άwIL tǊŜƳƛǳƳ 
tŀȅƳŜƴǘέ όǿƻǊǘƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻмрƳύ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
people cover the purchase price of 
green heating systems. Those taking up 
the Premium will then be eligible for a 
RHI tariff from October next year when 
the Green Deal begins. 
 
For new build homes, an RHI tariff will 
be considered for the 2012 phase. 
There will be clear eligibility criteria in 
order to qualify for a Premium 
payment, including: 

a well insulated home based 
on its energy performance 
certificate 

Commitment to provide 
feedback on how the 
equipment performs 

 
A key focus of this initial phase will 
be on people living off the gas grid, 
where fossil fuels like heating oil are 
both more expensive and have a 
higher carbon content.  
 

 
5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άwIL tǊŜƳƛǳƳ tŀȅƳŜƴǘέ 
will be published later this month. 
From 2012, the Government plans to 
introduce a second phase of RHI 
funding including long-term tariff 
support for the domestic sector to 
coincide with the introduction of the 
Green Deal for Homes.  
 
Once these tariffs are introduced, 
anybody who has installed an eligible 
technology since 15th July 2009 will be 
able to receive the long term RHI tariff 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
will constitute an eligible installation 
but we do know the Renewable Heat 
Premium Payments will be entitled to 
long-term tariff support.  
 
Further information is due this month 
which should detail the criteria for an 
eligible installation. 
 
For further and up to date details 
please visit; http://www.yhmp.org/
renewal_heat_incentive.html 

If the FiT Caps? 

Why should the Feed-in-Tariff have a limit 
placed on it by central government when it 
is not paid for through taxation? 
 
What is the limit of government ambition 
for the solar PV sector? 
 
The Government need to carefully consider 
the budget cap that was implemented 
during the comprehensive spending review.  
 
The nature of this budget cap means that 
the sub 50kW and the domestic sector will 
potentially use up the budget well before 
any more funds are due to be released.  

The cost of FIT was designed to be 
controlled by digression not caps which 
could see the sub 50KW sectors future 
growth limited by such a tight budget. 
The Solar Trade Association is currently 
working on a costed alternative strategy 
that will give potential supporters a ball 
park handle on what a more ambitious 
approach might cost. 
 
As the FiT is paid for through all our energy 
bills, its impact is spread across the bill 
payers is relatively small. As a result any 
restrictions which affects large social 
housing PV projects could seriously affect 
the impact that these initiatives will have on 
tackling fuel poverty. 
 
If we are to move towards an energy 
generating democracy and have a chance of 
hitting our EU Renewable Energy targets we 
are going to need a radical shift in the 
number of households, communities and 
businesses using renewable energy. 

Q-Gen Heat Pumps, 

Eco Heat and 
Power Eco One 

Photon Energy 

http://www.yhmp.org/renewal_heat_incentive.html
http://www.yhmp.org/renewal_heat_incentive.html
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Returning for a third year Paul Hudson, 
Weather Presenter and Climate 
Correspondent for BBC Look North, 
highlighted the necessity for 
microgeneration before congratulating the 
winners.  

The judges from the Energy Saving Trust; 
Steve Hunter, Head of Region and Ian 
Cuthbert, Microgeneration Advice Manager 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΤ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 
applications this year were of a high 
standard and covered a broad mix of all 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƳƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

Big thank you to Good Energy for sponsoring 
the Awards Dinner and helping us to 
recognise, congratulate and reward the 
tremendous quality of microgeneration 
installations over the last year in our region. 
The Yorkshire and Humber Microgeneration 
Partnership were very lucky to get Good 
9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ млл҈ 
renewable electricity supplier as a sponsor. 
They were a perfect fit. 

The Yorkshire 
and Humber 

Microgeneration 
Awards 

Andrew Hodges is our second winner, who installed a Wood Pellet 

Boiler, Evacuated Tube Solar Thermal Collector Panel and PV panels with a net 
capacity of 3.78kWp after he and his wife spent two and a half years volunteering 
in a remote Jungle Province in Cambodia. He explains; 
 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ŦŜǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ 
and how to have minimal impact on the environment by providing many of our 

basic resources and energy for ourselves. 
 

ά!ƴ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
amongst our friends in Green Developments. So far 5 couples around the UK have 

asked me for 
information about 
our schemes and 
one Engineer is 

seriously 
contemplating 

building an energy 
neutral house in 
¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΦέ 

And the winners were........ 

This year the best home nominees were of such high quality that the judges could 
not separate the two best installations. 

Also for best home installation 

For best home installation sponsored by the  

John Denton, 
from Ripponden won 
for his Proven wind 
turbine after a battle 
with planning and 
YEDL, who advised 
that a 3 phase 
connection was 
required, initially 
quoting £30,000. 
John suggested ; 
 
άI would put on my rubber gloves, climb up the poles and run my own cable from 
the transformer across 2 fields, they re-quoted £18,000. When we put it to them 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŀƎƭŜ tƻǿŜǊΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƛȊ-bang technology heat dump 

system we could sense and divert surplus electricity into my water heating, they 
dropped the requirement for 3 phase. So £30,000, to £18,000 to £zero. (Apart 

from the cost of heat dump system approx £5000)έΦ 

From Left to right; Paul Hudson, John Denton, Ian Cuthbert, 
Steve Hunter 

From Left to right; Ian Cuthbert, Paul Hudson, Andrew Hodges, 
Steve Hunter 

Pre dinner drinks reception sponsored by the 
Micropower Council.  



 

Contact us:  
 

Adam Gillespie, Yorkshire & the Humber Microgeneration Partnership  
Secretariat  adam.gillespie@est-swy.org.uk or 01484 351778 
Visit us at www.yhmp.org 

Clean Energy (Yorkshire) Ltd team fitted a total of 15 solar 

tiles, as opposed to solar panels, capable of generating 1kw of power, to the 
roof of the Fisher Street toilets in  Knaresborough. The work was carried out at 
a time when the toilet block, situated in the heart of the market town, was 
undergoing a programme of renovation.  

 

This is the first public 

building owned by 

Harrogate Borough 

Council to have a 

renewable energy 

installation. Harrogate 

Borough Council are now 

using the toilets to 

showcase their entry into 

the renewable market. 

River Bain Hydro (RBH). The Raydale Project held discussions on how 

to tackle the causes of climate change and reduce its impacts by safeguarding the 
environment, landscape and livelihoods against predicted risks, which highlighted 
hydro-electricity as the most acceptable form of green energy. 
 
Working with H20pe, finance for the construction costs of £448k has been raised 
via a combination of grants, a loan and shares sold in an Industrial Providential 
Society - River Bain Hydro.  
 

Part of the aim of the project is to provide a demonstration project to show that 

a community 

hydro scheme is 

achievable within 

the sensitive 

landscape setting 

of a National Park 

and to provide a 

model of how this 

can be achieved 

for other 

communities. 

Over 150 delegates from every aspect of the 
microgeneration sector convened at the 
Majestic Hotel in Harrogate to hear from an 
exciting range of experts and professionals 
discussing topics from the future of the 
Microgeneration Certification Scheme to the 
REAL Assurance Scheme Consumer Code, all 
of which can now be downloaded from; 
http://www.yhmp.org/news.html?
newsId=44. 
 
 The conference this year followed on from 
the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) 
announcement which set a different mood 
to the 2010 conference which followed the 
announcement of the Feed in Tariffs (FiTs). 
The event was perfectly timed for all the 
delegates to discuss the recent 
announcements and plan for the next year. 
 
The event was held thanks to the kind 
sponsorship of A Shade Greener and their 
sister companies, Nationwide Solar and A 
Shade Warmer, without which the event 
would not have been possible. 
 
The Conference and Awards from 2012 will 

see the run up to the launch of phase two of 

the RHI and long term financial support for 

domestic installations. 

And the winners were...cont 

For best community 
installation sponsored by  

For best public installation sponsored by  

Conference 2011 

Bog on: Andrew Jones and Spencer Cassidy 

River Bain Hydro  

Dawn Howton and John Lightfoot enjoying the 
final session of the conference 

http://www.yhmp.org/news.html?newsId=44
http://www.yhmp.org/news.html?newsId=44
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Solarwall installed an Air Source Heat Pump and Solar 

Thermal Hot water Panels to meet the total heating requirements of their building.  
 
Solarwall also installed Solar 
Photovoltaic Panels to reduce the 
cost of the electricity used by the 
staff offices. Rebecca Henderson 
commented; 
 
άWe no longer purchase oil for the 

expensive existing oil central 
heating and hot water system and 
have seen a total reduction in our 

power requirements of around 40% 
per annumέ 

And the winners were...cont 

For best commercial installation sponsored by 

Geoff & Kate Tunstall missed out of the Best 
Development Award by one point with their 
Denby Dale Passivhaus.  
 
The Passivhaus incorporates a 1.225 kWp 
solar PV system, and a Solar hot water 
system with the projected 90% energy saving  
of a passivhaus. 

Because of the high standard of 
applications this year, two of the 
applicants lost out by just one point 
from their respective categories. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. McMaster, were one point 
short of the Best Home Installation 
Award winners. They had a 21 on-roof 
Solar PV array installed with extensive 
building insulation. They even took into 
consideration the effects of shading by 
trimming nearby trees to maximise the 
efficiency of their system, which now 
provides approximately 70% of their 
electricity needs. 

Highly commended 

Solarwall opened 

its doors to the first 
Energy Centre in the 
North of England.  
 
This is a purpose built 
advice centre where 
everyone could can see, 
touch and learn about 
renewable technologies 
and the role they play in 
our day to day lives. 
 
The building has working models of solar thermal hot water panels, solar 
photovoltaic, a wood burning stove and an air source heat pump. These provide 
renewable energy for the Energy Centre and the offices of Solarwall Ltd. 
 

The centre also showcases easy to use gadgets and devices ranging from real-time 
displays, energy saving lighting and power savers. 
 

The Energy Centre also features a carbon-neutral meeting room which is used to 

give training on renewable technologies and bespoke seminars to community 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know where to start. 

From left to right; Paul Hudson, Grant Henderson 
and Stewart Davies 

For best business initiative sponsored by 


